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This encouraging remark Master Doe interpreted as a
willingness to converse^ and he let escape a burst of confidence.

" You know, I like Archie Pennybet very much indeed.
In fack, I think I like him better than anyone else in the
world, 'septing of course my relations/'

Watching his hearer nervously to see how he would receive
this important avowal, Master Doe flushed when he saw no
signs of emotion on Baptist's countenance. He didn't like
thinking he had made himself look a fool. Probably Baptist
perceived this, for he felt he must contrive a reply, and,
abandoning " H'm " as too uncouth and too unfavoured
with sympathy, gave of his best, muttering :

" Ah, he's one of we."

Then, realizing that the sun had gone in a blaze of glory,
and that he must waste no further time in prolonged gossip,
he dipped his blade into the still water, and turned the head
of the boat for the Graysroof bank ; and for the things that
should be.